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Director’s Message

As 2010 comes to a close, we are presented with an excellent opportunity to reflect on the 40th
anniversary of the 1970 Clean Air Act—perhaps the greatest single public policy success story
of the last half century.

Since its adoption, the Environmental Protection Agency estimates that the Clean Air Act has
prevented tens of thousands of premature deaths—each year. Along with lives saved, the Clean Air
Act has reduced asthma attacks, heart disease, and numerous other health conditions Americans

suffer from. It has protected our lakes, forests, and other natural treasures from untold damage.

The law has successfully phased lead out of gasoline, improved air quality in cities across the country, protected the ozone
layer, and greatly reduced acid rain. Since 1970, total sulfur dioxide emissions from the refineries in Skagit and Whatcom
Counties have decreased by over 90%—a reduction even more remarkable considering that a fourth refinery began
operation in that same period.

What makes the Clean Air Act stand out as the gold standard of public policy is that it has done all of these thingsin a
common-sense, cost-effective manner. The tangible benefits from the Clean Air Act amount to more than 40 times the costs
of regulations imposed. For every one dollar that has been spent, we have received more than $40 of benefits in return.

In short, the Clean Air Act is one of the most cost-effective things the American people have done for themselves in the
last half century. The Clean Air Act has demonstrated time and time again that the choice between our economy or our
environment is a false premise. We can invest in a healthier environment while enriching ourselves (including financially)
at the same time.

We are living at a time of immense, competing social, political and economic pressures. Taking the time to learn from past
successes, such as those resulting from the Clean Air Act, could provide a valuable compass to our society as we navigate
our way through the many challenges we face. Regardless of political orientation, the outcome we all seek is an even better
life for our children and grandchildren.

As it has for the last 43 years, the staff of Northwest Clean Air Agency looks forward to addressing the challenges of
the future and invites you to enjoy our 2011 calendar celebrating clean air and our beautiful corner of the world.

Hork oum li——

Mark Asmundson—Director

<« State & Federal Grants: 9%

Agency Funding:

Major and Minor

The majority of our funding comes from permit and
registration fees of regulated sources. Other sources

of funding include state and federal grants, local assess-
< Penalties: 9% ments (35 cents per person per year), and fees from
enforcement actions.

Source Fees: 77% < Local Assessments: 5%

Fiscal Year 2011 budget

About the Photographer:

John Meloy is a freelance photographer, graphic designer, web designer, programmer,
and musician located in Bellingham, WA. John specializes in design, web site related projects,
and photography for many businesses across the United States. While striving to further
develop his photographic styles and concepts, John constantly endeavors to capture
subjects as realistically and candidly as possible—seeking unplanned yet perfect moments.
His photographic work ranges from automotive, assignment, advertising, wedding, and

product photography to more free-form work precipitated by live music venues, travel
opportunities, and landscape and urban subjects. John’s commercial work is regularly
seen in dozens of nation-wide and international enthusiast automotive publications, local newspapers, regional
advertising and on nationwide television broadcasts.

See more of John'’s design and photographic work at www.johnmeloy.com
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Who We Are:

The Northwest Clean Air Agency (NWCAA) is one of seven regional air
quality control agencies located throughout Washington State. It was
established in 1967 after passage of the Washington State Clean Air Act
(RCW 70.94). The agency is responsible for enforcing federal, state and
local air pollution regulations in Island, Skagit and Whatcom counties.
There are over 390 registered sources of air pollution ranging from large
refineries to spray booths and dry cleaners in NWCAA's jurisdiction.

For over 40 years, it has been the agency’s job to ensure that people in
our region have clean air to breathe. This is accomplished through the
following programs and services:

Asbestos Business Assistance
Climate Change Complaint Response
Enforcement Indoor Air

Outdoor Burning Public Information
Permitting Wood Stoves & Fireplaces

Visit our website at www.nwcleanair.org for more program information.

Board of Directors:

The Northwest Clean Air Agency’s seven member Board of Directors
establishes policies and oversees agency operations. The Board is
comprised of a representative from each of the three counties, a
representative from the largest city in each county—Bellingham,
Mount Vernon and Oak Harbor—and a Member-at-Large selected by
the other six members. The Board of Directors is currently comprised
of the following individuals:

Carl Weimer—Whatcom County Councilperson
Angie Homola—Island County Commissioner
Joe Lindquist—City of Mount Vernon

Ron Wesen—Skagit County Commissioner
Terryl Nyman—Member-at-Large

Cathy Rosen—City of Oak Harbor

David Webster—City of Bellingham

Advisory Council:

The Council consists of seven members who live in Island, Skagit or
Whatcom County. Advisory Council members are appointed by the Board
of Directors. They are skilled and experienced in the fields of air pollution
control, chemistry, meteorology, public health, or a related field.

The NWCAA's Advisory Council consists of the following members:

Bill Black Mary Hess
Laurie Caskey-Schreiber Jeremy Martens
Steve Crockett

Polly Dubbel

Kathryn Hanowell

Photo Locations:

Cover: Night over the North Cascades Foothills
January: Rose Hips in Winter, Skagit County

February:  Night over the North Cascades Foothills

March: Nooksack Falls

April: Sunset over Lummi Island

May: Rosario Strait, Island County

June: Springtime near Mt. Shuksan

July: Morning in the Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest
August: Mt. Baker as seen from Winchester Mountain

September: Moonrise on Thunder Arm, Diablo Lake
October: Fall sunset in Bellingham
November: Samish Bay Tidal Flats

December: Winter at Lake Padden

New Moon Full Moon




January

sunday monday tuesday wednesday thursday saturday
1

New Year's Day

17

Martin Luther King Jr.
Day
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New Year’s Resolution:
Get Involved!

Here at the NWCAA, we invite you
to get involved in the efforts to keep
our air clean! Here are some small
changes we can all make that not
only help keep our air clean and
reduce global warming emissions,
but also save money!

« Atypical 10 minute shower will
use up to 70 gallons of water with
a standard shower head. Switching
to a low flow shower head will use
15 gallons and can save a family of
four up to $900 per year.

Carpooling to work with a family
member, neighbor, or co-worker
twice a week can save up to $275
ayear in fuel.

Replacing 20 incandescent light
bulbs with compact fluorescent
bulbs can save you up to $160
per year.

Switching to a car that gets the
highest m.p.g. from one that gets
the lowest can save you up to
$2300 per year.

Every change, no matter how small,
helps in our effort to preserve
natural resources.
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tuesday

14

Valentine's Day

21

President’s Day

Washington'’s Birthday

Serving Island, Skagit & Whatcom Counties

wednesday

thursday saturday

3

Chinese/Lunar New Year
Year of the Rabbit

12

Lincoln’s Birthday

Business Recognition

Our agency has a program called
Partners for Clean Air that recognizes
businesses in Island, Skagit and
Whatcom counties that are working
towards reducing emissions and im-
proving air quality in our communities.
There are three levels that can be
awarded —silver, gold and platinum.

Silver awards are awarded to
businesses that comply with all air
quality regulations over a period of
three years.

Gold and Platinum awards are given
to only those businesses that have
consistently gone above and beyond
what is required of them. These awards
recognize businesses that are
community leaders in taking care

of the environment.

Only two businesses received

the 2010-11 Partners for Clean

Air Platinum award: the City of
Anacortes Wastewater Treatment

Plant and Olsen Auto Body & Collision.
To read more about these businesses
and the recognition program, visit
nwcleanair.org/aqPrograms/businfo.htm




march

sunday monday
6 7
13 14
Daylight Saving Time
begins
20 21

Spring Equinox

Purim begins
at sunset

27 28
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tuesday

15

22

29

Serving Island, Skagit & Whatcom Counties

wednesday

9

Ash Wednesday

16

23

30

thursday

10

17

St. Patrick’s Day

24

31

friday
4
1
18
25
feb 11

12

19

26

saturday

New Source Review

The NWCAA devotes considerable
resources toward New Source
Review (NSR), which limits new and
existing sources of air pollution in
our jurisdiction. NWCAA efforts also
include ongoing compliance checks
to ensure that these sources are
fulfilling their obligations to

our community.

The public health and environ-
mental threats that the NSR program
addresses—such as asthma, pre-
mature mortality, smog, and acid
rain—are very real in our community.
NSR is the keystone of the Clean
Air Act and the foundation of the
NWCAA's long-term effort toward

a healthy community and a clean
environment. NSR provides
enormous benefits to public health
and the environment, encourages
future economic growth, and
dramatically improves the quality
of life in our jurisdiction.

apr 11
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1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 n 12 13 14 15 16




tuesday wednesday thursday friday saturday

1 International Air Quality
April Fool's Day Management

Our agency has been participating with
the Georgia Basin—Puget Sound (GB-PS)
International Airshed Strategy (IAS)
since 2003. The IAS is a multi-agency,
international cooperative effort to
address shared air quality management
concerns that aims to prevent future air
quality deterioration in the face of reg-
ional population growth. Cooperatively,
partners of the IAS have achieved

the following:

Prioritized air quality issues for action
by the GB-PS IAS.

Scientifically characterized the current
air quality in the airshed, and predicted
future quality using computer models.

Worked to more efficiently exchange
17 18 22 transboundary air quality data

Palm Sunday Passover begins Earth Day between agencies.
at sundown . . . . .
Good Friday Provided information on air quality

management practices via the Internet.

Increased information sharing and
improved notification procedures
for significant new sources of

24 26 27 29 transboundary air pollution.

Easter Sunday Passover ends Administrative Arbor Day Actively worked toward regulations

Professionals Day ensuring cleaner vehicles and fuels
Orthodox . .
Easter Sunday in the region.

To learn more, visit pyr.ec.gc.ca/airshed
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may

monday

8
Mother's Day

16

National Bike to
Work Week

tuesday wednesday
® 4
World Asthma Day

17
Buddha Day

31

Memorial Day
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Clean Air Month, World Asthma Month, National Bike Month

thursday friday

5 6

Cinco de Mayo National Teacher’s Day

20

National Bike to
Work Day

saturday

Free DVD About Asthma and
Mold Control

Our agency has a nationally recognized
Indoor Air Quality Program that helps
citizens, schools and agencies find
solutions to indoor air problems.

The agency has produced the
following videos which are both
available on one DVD that contains
both English and Spanish versions:

Attack Asthma at Home: A Practical
Approach to Asthma “Trigger”
Source Control and Prevention —
This DVD describes asthma triggers
and has useful tips on how to prevent
or eliminate asthma-triggering
allergens from your house.

Mold in Your Home: Causes,
Prevention, and Clean-up —This is
designed to help residents figure
out why mold is growing indoors,
how to clean it up, and how to
prevent mold contamination in
the first place.

The DVD is available for free at your
local health department. You can
also download a copy of the DVD
at nwcleanair.org/aqPrograms/
indoorAir.htm or you may contact
the NWCAA for a free copy.




tuesday

5

World Environment Day

Clean Air Act (1967)

19 21

Father’s Day Summer Solstice
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Home Energy Savings Tips

- Lower your water heater temperature
to 120° Fahrenheit.

- Set your refrigerator temperatures
between 37°and 40° Fahrenheit,
clean the coils, and keep it stocked.
It takes more energy to cool an
empty refrigerator.

« Consider replacing your older
model refrigerator. Models older
than 10 years can use over 3 times
the energy of newer models.

« Wash full loads of dishes in the
dishwasher and let them air dry.

« Wash clothes in warm or cold water
and rinse with cold. Hang clothes
outside whenever possible to dry.

« Shut off lights, computers and
other electronic appliances when
you're not using them.

« Install a low-flow showerhead.
Take showers instead of baths.

Visit energystar.gov for more energy
saving ideas.
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thursday

saturday

Reduce Idling and Save Money

Reducing the idling time of our
vehicles saves fuel and money,
protects public health and the
environment, and increases U.S.
energy security. By reducing idling
time by 5 minutes per day, Americans
can reduce gasoline consumption
by 1.4 billion gallons and reduce
global warming emissions by 14
million tons annually.

Vehicle exhaust also contains air toxics
which, by definition, have significant
health and environmental impacts.
Emissions from an idling vehicle can
be as much as 20 times greater than
those from one traveling at 30 mph.

Excessive idling can actually damage
your engine’s cylinders, spark plugs,
and exhaust system. What's the
bottom line? Your best bet is to shut
off your engine if you are going to be
waiting in your car for more than 30
seconds to make the most of your
fuel economy.

Visit nwcleanair.org for more
information.




monday

1

Ramadan begins

15

Assumption
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Weatherize: Save Energy and
Money, Increase Comfort

A few dollars and a weekend spent on
weatherizing can reduce your energy
use by 25-40 percent. Even small
weatherizing efforts will have a
positive impact.

Seal your ducts to prevent leaks:

If the ducts are leaking or located in
an unconditioned area, such as an
attic or vented crawl space, heated or
cooled air can be lost. Caulk, seal, and
weather strip all seams, cracks, and
openings to the outside.

Insulate windows: Install insulating
curtains or plastic sheeting over
your windows. Some products are
available in home improvement
stores that work like shrink-wrap
and seal around the window with a
blow-dryer, helping minimize drafts.

Insulate hot water heaters and
water pipes: If the water heater is

in an unheated space, such as the
garage or a utility shed, wrapping it
in a blanket and insulating the water

pipes will save you money.

Find out more. Visit eere.energy.gov




september

sunday monday tuesday wednesday thursday saturday

Free Classroom Presentations

The NWCAA contracts RE Sources’
Education Team to give free class-
room presentations on air quality and
global warming and assist teachers
and students in implementing the

5

oD Cool School Challenge.
abor Day
« Breathe Easy — This air quality
presentation teaches K-8th grade
students what air pollution is, what
causes it, and how our individual

choices affect air quality.

Global Warming: You Make the
Difference—This presentation helps
5th-8th grade students understand
global warming and learn what
actions they can take to minimize
their impacts. The presentations
include learning activities like an
interactive story, an entertaining
video, role-playing, games and
science demonstrations.

16
World Ozone Day

23

Fall Equinox
Cool School Challenge —This is an

educational program intended to
engage students and teachers in
practical strategies to reduce energy
consumption, which in turn saves
the school money.

28

Rosh Hashanah For information about the school
begins at sunset programs available in your area,
call RE Sources at 360.733.8307 or

e-mail schools@re-sources.org
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O C t O b < r International Walk to School Month

sunday monday tuesday wednesday thursday

7

Yom Kippur begins
at sunset

10
Columbus Day

16

National Bosses Day

Halloween

30
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saturday

Clean Wood Burning Tips

These days, when every dollar counts,
itis important to get the most heat
you can from your firewood.

The solution is to make sure your
wood is dry before you burn it.
Because of our wet climate, that
can take more than six months.

Dry firewood will contain less than 20
percent moisture. How do you know?
Use a moisture meter to check.

Just insert the moisture meter tip into
the long side of a split piece of wood
and test it. If you don’t have a meter,
knock two pieces of wood together.
If they sound hollow, they are dry
and ready to burn.

If you burn dry wood in your wood
stove or fireplace regularly, you'll
experience great savings. Also, it
takes less work to build a fire with
dry firewood.

Call 360.428.1617 ext.1 or visit
nwcleanair.org to check the burn
ban status. For more wood burning
tips, visit BurnDryFirewood.com




november

sunday monday tuesday

6 8

Daylight Saving Election Day
Time ends
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wednesday thursday

1

Veterans Day

24
Thanksgiving Day

saturday

Think, Buy, Eat Local

Shopping locally strengthens the
economic base of the community.
When you buy from an independent,
locally owned business, significantly
more of your money is used to make
purchases from other local businesses,
service providers, and farms.

A number of studies have shown that
of every $100 spent at a locally owned
business, $45 comes back into the
community. That's compared to only a
$14 return when we shop at franchises.

Small local businesses are the largest
employer nationally and in our
community and provide the most
jobs to residents.

Where we shop, where we eat

and have fun—all of it makes our
community home. Our one-of-a-kind
businesses are an integral part of the
distinctive character of this place.

Remember to think, buy, and eat

local for your community and your
environment. Find out more at
sustainableconnections.org/thinklocal




sunday

1

18

25
Christmas Day
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monday

12

19

26

First day of Kwanzaa

december

tuesday
6
13
20
Hanukkah begins
at sundown
27

Serving Island, Skagit & Whatcom Counties

14

21

wednesday

Winter Solstice

28

15

22

29

thursday

16

23

30

friday

saturday
3 Tri-County Bus Service

Skagit, Whatcom and Island Transit

agencies have combined resources to

provide bus service between Island,

Skagit and Whatcom counties.

The Tri-County Connector bus service
10 enables some of our Whatcom county
employees to ride the bus to our

office in Mount Vernon.

Here is what a NWCAA employee has
to say about the service:

17 “Iam thrilled to be able to take the bus
between Bellingham and Mount Vernon.
I save money on gas and wear and tear on
my car. Riding the bus is less stressful too.
I can doze or read a book and feel more
relaxed when | get home. | like to think

about the contribution to air quality
24 °

Christmas Eve

that each of us is making.”

Visit ridewta.com/transit_maps,
skagittransit.org/index.cfm?pagelD=1373,
or islandtransit.org to find out more.

31

New Year's Eve

jan 12
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